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בעז"ה
A Brief History of K’far Darom
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[image: image4.emf]pproximately fifteen years ago, a small group of families united to resettle the site of former Kibbutz K’far Darom. K’far Darom was built before the founding of the State of Israel as part of the founding of the “Eleven Points of the Negev.” It was located near the seashore along Israel’s southern coast – an area later dubbed the “Gaza Strip” after it was invaded and occupied by the Egyptians for nineteen years. The kibbutz withstood  the onslaught of the Egyptian Army during the War of Independence, preventing the Egyptians from overrunning the entire southern coast from Ashkelon to Tel Aviv.  Unfortunately, in the end, the defenders were forced to be abandon the settlement under fire, but not before they had provided ample time for reinforcements to arrive and defend the population centers further to the north.
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In Elul 5750 (October, 1990) we returned to continue where the settlers of 5707 (1947) were forced to retreat.  As young pioneers, we looked upon faithful determination and perseverance to guide us and prepared ourselves for any difficulties that might stand in our way. Many obstacles faced us, a small group, barely enough families for a minyan, surrounded by thousands of threatening Arabs. Undaunted, we began to build a settlement: mikve, permanent houses, kindergartens, greenhouses and buildings for communal use. We knew that our task was not easy, but together we overcame the difficulties and continued building our beloved Israel.

Soon, an unexpected tragedy of the worst kind occurred, bringing with it bereavement, sadness and pain. Three of our members were murdered: Doron Shorshan, HY"D, on the 25th Tevet 5752 (1.1.1992), and a mere six months later our mentor and spiritual leader, the Rabbi of the settlement, Rav Shimon Biran, HY"D, on the 24th Iyar 5752 (27.5.1992). Less than a year and a half later, Ephraim Ayoobi, HY"D was murdered on the 23rd Heshvan 5754 (7.10.1993) while driving to Hevron.

These were painful blows and the sorrow ran deep. As a young settlement we had only one way to cope, that of faith and action: we decided to build a permanent synagogue in memory of our dear members, Kedushei K’far Darom. From the beginning, we knew that we were not alone. Hundreds and thousands of families joined the project and with their donations we commenced building a beautiful synagogue, founded with a deep connection to the People of Israel.

During the final stages of construction, we were faced again with the need to strengthen ourselves and our hold on Eretz Yisrael. On 22nd Heshvan 5761 (20.10.2000), our school bus carrying adults and children was brutally attacked by Arab terrorists. Two adults, Miri Amitai, HY"D and Gavriel Biton, HY"D were murdered and three other adults injured, two of them seriously. Five children were injured on their way to school, three of the them will remain handicapped for the rest of their lives.

The ranks of the fallen and the injured increases and, perhaps paradoxically, the steadfast determination of  K’far Darom does not waver, but rather grows daily. Since the attack on the school bus, over 40 families have joined us, including more than 10 families that arrived after the reprehensible disengagement plan was announced. The K’far Darom that was founded with ten families now numbers over 75, and more families are waiting to complete acceptance procedures.

[image: image6.emf]Community life in K’far Darom is centered around the synagogue and includes a wide range of educational institutions, all with a emphasis on Torah and settling the Land of Israel. In addition to the synagogue, K’far Darom features kindergartens, a talmud torah for boys, a girls’ school, Kollel Torat HaHayim, and the Torah and Land Institute, whose halachic research and practical studies of the Commandments Dependant on the Land of Israel are world renowned. Also, the Alei Katif packaging plant provides consumers throughout Israel and the world with vegetables grown adhering to the strictest standards of kashrut.

We welcome you to visit K’far Darom and learn more about this unique settlement and its people.

בעז"ה

Key Features of K’far Darom

Alei Katif, Inc.

Alei Katif Inc., is the leading producer of insect-free leafy vegetables and pre-cut salads in Israel. The produce is marketed throughout Israel and exported to Europe, England and America. The company provides employment in agriculture and production for approximately 300 families in Gush Katif and the nearby cities.

Machon HaTorah v’HaAretz – The Torah & Land Institute

The Torah and Land Institute teams rabbis and agronomists for agricultural research in accordance with the Torah. The practical applications of the Institute’s research are seen in every corner of Israel and are at the leading edge in the study of HaMitzvot HaTaluyot BaAretz – the Commandments specifically applicable in the Land of Israel.

Talmud Torah – Torah Study

The children learn a full range of religious and secular studies at the Talmud Torah and Girls’ School in K’far Darom.

Kollel “V’Talmud Torah K’Neged Kulam” – Advanced Torah Study in K’far Darom

K’far Darom houses a Kollel and Yeshiva Gevoha under the leadership of the rabbi of the settlement, Rav Avraham Ya’akov Schreiber, shlita. Approximately 41 married men and 15 young men study in various programs of Gemara, Halacha and Emuna.

Business as Usual – New Families Continue to Arrive

Since the outbreak of fighting four years ago, over forty families have joined K’far Darom, bringing the total up to over 75 families.

K’far Darom – Here to Stay!

We extend a warm welcome to visitors and offer an enjoyable tour. 
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Ten Facts You May Not Know About K’far Darom

1. K’far Darom is mentioned in the Talmud, Tractate Bava Batra, as a Jewish village. A Tana is described as Rabbi Eliezer ben Yitzhak, a man of K’far Darom.

2. K’far Darom’s land was purchased by a Jewish citrus grower named Tuvia Miller more than 70 years ago. He maintained a successful grove and a date palm plantation until hostile Arabs forced him to leave during the riots of 5696-5699 (1936-1939).

3. In the Jewish year 5707 (1946), the modern village of K’far Darom was founded as one of the “Eleven Points of the Negev” in order to guard the southern flank of Israel’s main population centers.

4. During the War of Independence, K’far Darom valiantly held back the Egyptian onslaught, preventing the Egyptians from overrunning the cities to the north.

5. Moshe Netzer, the Commander of the Palmach’s Second Platoon wrote, “We knew that if K’far Darom did not endure, and the enemy reached Yad Mordechai, then Tel Aviv would be endangered. We valued the extreme resistance of this [kibbutz] that performed a difficult task. Only history will be able to accurately evaluate K’far Darom’s contribution to our success in the War of Independence.” 
6. K’far Darom boasts the Number One growth rate of any village in Yesha during the past three years: 96%!

7. K’far Darom provides educational facilities for children from infancy through eighth grade.

8. K’far Darom houses the Torah & Land Institute, which engages in the study of the agricultural mitzvot based upon the Land of Israel, and publishes respected halakhic works on the subject.

9. The Mitzvah Garden, associated with the Torah & Land Institute, gives visitors first-hand examples of some the agricultural mitzvoth. And the Institute’s museum highlights the connection between the Jewish People and their Land.

10. K’far Darom houses the main offices and packaging facilities of Alei Katif, Ltd. Alei Katif was the first company to grow and market insect-free vegetables to the kosher market and is Israel’s largest producer and exporters of these products.
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